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During the period of 4 months of Amnesty granted to illegal expatriate
workers by His Highness the Amir of the State of Kuwait to leave the country or
legalise their status, the Embassy of Nepal issued 3675 Travel Documents to the
Nepali workers, mostly housemaids, who were illegally working outside after
running away from the workplaces. These workers were trafficked from Nepal by
unscrupulous agents. Out of them, 2035 left Kuwait and 487 changed their status as
legal to stay back by paying fines to the Government, while many others are still
hiding outside even after taking the Travel Documents. Above figure also includes
102 run-away maids of the shelter of the Embassy who were sent back by the
Embassy directly during this period and through the Deportation Centre during the
Amnesty period. It is suspected that those who legalized their status by paying fines
may also include those who had entered the country in fake, forged or tampered
Passports and those who are illegally married to Nepali as well as third country

nationals.

The official data of Kuwait says, there are still 1366 illegal Nepali workers who
have not shown up or left the country. The figure does not tally because few were
not allowed to fly back after reaching the Airport as they had criminal cases against
them filed by the sponsors. The illegal workers, according to the Law of Kuwait, are
those who have violated the immigration law here or who have run away from the
workplaces although they may be holding a valid residency visa. They do not include
those who entered this country without the clearance of their home countries like
Nepal.

Since the old hand-written Passports are valid till November 2015, the flow of
workers on tampered Passports is still continuing. It is easier for them since the
Kuwaiti authorities issue visas on the basis of photocopies of the Passport. Other
countries have computerized databases by which they can easily trace out the
authenticity of any Passport and its details then and there, the Nepalese missions
abroad lack such kind of facilities.
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